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By MARK WILLIAMS
THE PARTHENONMarshall Housing and Residence Life will sponsor Thunder on the Stage, an in-augural student talent show 7 p.m. Monday at the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse. Jim Clagg, the residence director in Commons , is op-timistic about the potential for Thunder on the Stage.“We’ve had a great re-sponse from the faculty and 
staff,” he said. “We’re defi-nitely looking to make this a yearly event and a campus tradition.” Clagg stressed the all-encompassing nature of the committee and judges.“We have a very broad interpretation of talent,” he said. “Anything from singers, to bands, to stand up com-edy and anything else. We’ve 
reached out to the fine arts department, the theater department, and the choir. Anything that students see as talent and want to show other folks.”The event will be hosted 
by members of the office of recruiting, De’recco Lynch and Beth Wolfe, with judges including Marshall perform-ing arts faculty. “Students will recognize our hosts,” Clagg said. “They have great personalities that play well off one another.” Arrangements can be made for performers to use equipment provided by the host committee and the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse.First prizes for the event will include a $300 gift 
certificate to the Marshall Bookstore or Best Buy a 
$200 gift certificate for second and a $100 gift cer-
tificate for third. 
Clagg said a gift certifi-cate is the best way to make sure students get all their money’s worth because stu-dents don’t have to claim it on their taxes.All Marshall students are eligible to sign up for consideration at the Thun-der on the Stage website. A member of the host commit-tee will be in contact with the student by 5 p.m. Friday if the act is deemed accept-able for the event.
Mark Williams can 
be contacted at wil-
liams788@marshall.edu.
‘Thunder on 
the Stage’ 
to showcase 
student talent
By RACHAEL ROBERSON
THE PARTHENONGeorges Bizet’s theatrical op-era, “Carmen” will perform 7:30 p.m. Thursday at the Keith-Al-bee Performing Arts Center.  Marshall University’s music professor Larry Stickler and Teatro Lirico D’Europa’s Artistic Director Giorgio Lalov will talk to interested viewers at 6 p.m. about the opera. This presentation tells the 19th century story of an en-chanting gypsy woman who draws the attention of many men as she dances through the Spanish town of Seville. The dramatic tale weaves a trail of love as Carmen falls for a bull-
fighter, Escamillo. Meanwhile, Don Jose leaves behind his training for priest-hood, joins the Seville Army, and moves farther south in his pur-suit of Carmen. Don Jose loses sight on the woman he is to marry in order to help Carmen escape a dangerous situation 
and finds himself in jail.
Teatro Lirico D’Europa began producing the “Carmen” perfor-mance in November 2012. “I am glad we are doing a more popular title like ‘Carmen,’” Lalov said. “We put together this production of Carmen about a year and a half ago, everything is very fresh.”Lalov has produced operas for over 25 years and has done about 20 productions mainly in the U.S. and Europe. He seeks performers worldwide in his 
auditions to find new faces for the opera community. “I like to bring young people onto stage and show them how 
the opera works,” Lalov said. “Opera is magic because it is music, symphony, and acting together.”A full orchestra will ac-company the performance. English supertitles will be projected for the French lyrics of the opera. Ticket prices are $65.06, $45.80 and $29.75. Marshall students will receive one free ticket at the Joan C. Edwards 
Playhouse box office upon presenting their student ID. 
Rachael Roberson can be 
contacted at roberson14@
marshall.edu.
Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ coming to Huntington
-Marshall Artists Series-
By ALEXANDRIA RAHAL
THE PARTHENON The long sought after process to transform one of Hunting-ton’s neighborhoods took a major step forward Feb. 10 af-ter the Huntington City Council meeting The Huntington Housing Au-thority received approval from the U.S. Department of Hous-ing and Urban Development to 
demolish the Northcott Court housing complex. The original proposal to de-molish the area was submitted to the Department of Housing and Urban Development August 12, 2013. The Huntington Housing Authority expected to hear back in six weeks, but due to several technicalities and the govern-ment shutdown, the process was delayed. 
Bill Dotson, executive director of the Housing Authority, said the project was not waiting on fund-ing from HUD but on permission to move forward.  The project will begin by relo-cating the 23 families that occupy the three buildings facing Hal Greer Boulevard. These buildings 
will be the first demolished. Bryan Chambers, the city of Huntington’s communications 
director, said in a press release that the Housing Authority hopes to complete vacating the buildings by early May and be-gin demolition in June. As for the tenants, Dotson said they have been prepared for this move for some time. “We’ve been talking to the families about this for two years,” Dotson said. “They knew it was coming.” 
Six of the families have ac-cepted Section 8 vouchers which will place them in private hous-ing, while the others will move to other public housing complexes. Other public housing com-plexes in the area include Washington Square and Mar-cum Terrace in Huntington and W.K. Elliot in Guyandotte. After demolition, the 3.9 acres of Northcott Court 
property will be converted into a commercial development 
area as part of the Fairfield West redevelopment plan. 
While no definite plans have been made at this point, Dotson said the Housing Authority is trying to recruit a grocery store as per the request of residents in that area. 
Northcott Court demolition moves forward 
At least 9 slain 
in deadliest day 
of three-month 
Ukraine crisis
See UKRAINE | Page  5See PRSSA | Page  5
“You all have a responsibility in this 
ever-shrinking world to uphold the 
ethical practice of  public relations.”
COURTNEY SEALEY | THE PARTHENON
Jason Lovins, public relations director at Fluor B&W, speaks to journalism students during PRSSA’s lecture series on Tuesday in the John Deaver Drinko Library.
-Jason Lovins
By ALEXANDRIA RAHAL
THE PARTHENON In an attempt to revitalize its presence on campus, the Marshall University chapter of Public Rela-tions Student Society of America is bringing professionals in the journalism and public relations 
field to speak to students. 
The first of three major presen-tations took place Tuesday at the John Deaver Drinko Library. Jason Lovins, public relations director for Fluor B&W, spoke to 
several students about engage-ment, dialogue and interaction between the media and public relations professionals. Throughout his career Lovins has had many positions in the 
journalism field. Before his posi-tion at Fluor B&W, he was the managing editor at the Ports-mouth Daily Times as well as a professor at Ohio University and Shawnee State University. Among other topics, Lovins explained the roles in public 
relations and what their responsi-bilities are by making an analogy to the characters in “The Hobbit.” He also discussed the importance of being honest and ethical in his line of work. “You all have a responsibility in this ever shrinking world to up-hold the ethical practice of public relations,” Lovins said. During his presentation, Lovins talked on other subjects sur-rounding the public relations 
field such as corporate social 
responsibility and crisis commu-nication.  He emphasized how a strong foundation in journalism has led to his success as a public relations practitioner. Lovins is a member of the Pub-lic Relations Society of America as well as APR accredited. He is working on a doctoral degree from the E.W. Scripps School of Communication at Ohio University. 
PRSSA learns from the pros at lecture meeting
By VICTORIA BUTENKO
and CAROL J. WILLIAMS
LOS ANGELES TIMES At least nine people were killed Tuesday in the dead-liest day of the 3-month-old Ukrainian political crisis as security forces clashed with demonstrators and later stormed their encampment at Kiev’s Independence Square, local and interna-tional media reported.Live television coverage carried by the Russia-24 news channel and nine live-streaming video cam-eras at the protest site and relayed by Ukrainian opposition broadcasters showed fiery explosions illuminating the grimy tent city in the capital af-ter demonstrators ignored a warning from police to clear the square.Clouds of smoke from fires and tear gas could be seen wafting over the cha-otic scene, eerily backlit with an orange glow from the multitude of blasts, burning sandbags and smoldering debris.
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THE PARTHENONLocal college musicians from the Colten Settle Band and Life and its Opposition will take the stage at 10 p.m. Friday at the Huntington Ale House on Fourth Avenue. Colten Settle Band is made up of students from Mar-shall University, West Virginia University and West Liberty University. They describe the group as a jam band that draws 
influences from jazz and blues. 
Colten Settle, senior jazz stud-ies major at Marshall, said the group has played together through college and includes guitar, percussion, saxophone and vocals. “I started the band in 2009, when I was in high school,” Set-tle said. “We’ve lost and gained different members over the past few years.” The band has recently played at the Adelphia Music Hall in Marietta, Ohio, and at the Coal Miner’s Lounge in Milton, W.Va.Life and its Opposition, which is Settle’s other band, will be playing as well.  As the mem-bers are going their separate ways after college, Settle said this could be their last show together.Doors will open at 9 p.m. and admission to the show is $5. 
By TYLER PRALLEY
THE PARTHENONStudents met President Ste-
phen J. Kopp for pizza and pop Tuesday in the Memorial Stu-
dent Center for the first “Pizza and Pop with Kopp” to interact with him and voice concerns.Student Government Asso-ciation has partnered with the 
Office of the President on this monthly initiative with the goal of building and strengthening relations between students 
and Kopp. Student Body Vice President Ashley Lyons said this is the main goal SGA wishes to accomplish.“This will help the students’ interactions with President Kopp and for President Kopp to interact with the stu-dents which will ultimately strengthen bonds,” Lyons said. “If students are involved and able to bring issues to Presi-dent Kopp, then he can begin to take care of them which 
is always a step in the right direction.”Chief of Staff Jordan Wooldridge said the outcome, in terms of numbers of stu-dents who ate with and talked to President Kopp, was satis-factory in light of this being the 
first time this event took place.“Students were more than willing to talk to President Kopp and enjoyed getting to speak with him,” Wooldridge said. “We’re going to seek 
ways to improve this objective, 
but we’re satisfied with the turnout.”Kopp said while the turnout was satisfactory and is a great event to casually and infor-mally meet and talk with him, it is hard to have productive conversation in such a setting.“One thing I noticed is this 
is nice for grabbing pizza and a pop but it’s not really con-ducive for good conversation,” Kopp said. “I think we might 
rethink this and move it over to Harless or some other loca-tion more conducive to sitting down and talking.”He expressed his own de-sires to partner with SGA and participate in this event, and becoming more connected with students, allowing them to voice their problems to attempt to begin solving those problems as quickly as possible.“It’s a great opportunity 
to hear from our students, what’s working, what needs improvement and what ideas they have,” Kopp said. “This is a great opportunity to sit down 
with students and find out what all I can do for them. At the end of the day, it’s all about relationships and connections and I want to do everything I can to foster that.”
Tyler Pralley can be con-
tacted at pralley@marshall.
edu.
‘Pizza and Pop’ opens channels for students to talk with Kopp
By MORGAN SWITZER
THE PARTHENONThe sorority Alpha Chi Omega presented a check Tuesday for $1,155.63 to Branches, a domestic violence shelter in Huntington, which supports domestic violence victims.The money was raised through a pancake breakfast last April. The sorority charged $5 per plate, which consisted of pancakes, juice and a choice be-tween sausage and bacon.“We worked hard to promote it, sell tickets and bring people in,” Heather Taylor, president of Alpha Chi Omega, said.Amanda Weiss-McComas, development coordinator for Branches, said the check would help them provide bet-ter care for the residents of the shelter.
“Branches covers the five- county area around Marshall, weiss-McComas said. “This money will go into a general fund to help with various needs like paying bills and generally helping our clients and resi-dents. Just anything they might need to help them get back on their feet. We are always in need. This couldn’t have come at a better time.”In addition to the pancake breakfast, Alpha Chi Omega also helped those supported by the shelter through various drives.“We try to spread awareness by holding bake sales and hot dogs sales,” Taylor said. “We also do drives for them for vari-ous items such as toiletries and cleaning items.”Katie Hacker, the social chair for Alpha Chi Omega, said they try to raise awareness on campus, as well as in the community.“We just had healthy rela-tionship week,” said Hacker. “It’s always the week of Valen-tine’s Day. This whole week we spent bringing awareness on Twitter and any kind of social media by posting facts about domestic violence.”The sorority will continue to raise money for the shelter and raise awareness about domes-tic violence to aid in stopping the cycle.“It makes us very happy that we know that we can make a difference in people’s lives,” Taylor said. “We even made goody bags for them at our recruitment event for them to take back with them.”  
Morgan M. Switzer can be 
contacted at switzer12@
marshall.edu.
Sorority 
raises 
money to 
support 
local 
domestic 
violence 
victims
By BRECKIN WELLS
THE PARTHENON“Dead Man’s Cell Phone” opens 7:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center in the Francis-Booth Experimental Theatre as part of the 2014 Birke Fine Arts Festival. 
The play, written by Pulitzer Prize fi-nalist Sarah Ruhl, explores the paradox of modern technology’s ability to unite and isolate people in the digital age. Nicole Peronne, chair of the festival and director of the production, said the play is 
a good fit for this year’s theme for the fine arts festival, Artists and Audiences in the Information Age. “This play seems to be examining one woman’s need to connect in a technologi-cally obsessed world,” Perrone said. The play focuses on Jean, an unmarried 
woman with no children, in her late 30’s. While sitting in a café, a phone rings con-tinually, but the owner of the phone is unable to answer because he is dead. Taking messages from the dead man’s family and co-workers, Jean comes to 
realize Gordon, the dead man, was a self-absorbed human being. Jean begins 
to reinvent Gordon, fabricating his final hours in hopes of comforting his family, and give them a sense of peace. In the 
end, Jean sacrifices a part of herself to make up for the dead man’s sins. The cast and crew are made up entirely of students from the Marshall University theater department. For most of the stu-dents in the production, this counts as a lab in which the students are able to test their craft in a real-world setting, according to Perrone. 
“Two of the actors are working on their roles as capstone experiences while many more of the performers and technicians are taking on personal challenges,” Perrone said. “The stage management team completed 100 per-cent of their work digitally using iPads and apps designed especially for creat-ing digital prompt books, the primary tool for the stage manager.”Perrone said the work these stu-dents put into the production will give the students an edge when seeking internships and jobs in professional theaters. “Dead Man’s Cell Phone” will be shown until March 1. Admission is free to all Marshall students.
Breckin Wells can be contacted at 
wells134@marshall.edu.
Grae Greer plays Jean in 
“A Dead Man’s Cell Phone,” 
which opens Wednesday 
at the John C. Edwards 
Performing Arts Center.
ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON
‘Dead Man’s Cell Phone’ explores 
technology’s abiltiy to unite and isolate
Local musicians 
set to rock the 
Huntington Ale 
House Friday
By  KEVIN G. HALL
and SEAN COCKERHAM
MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON 
BUREAU (MCT)Raising the minimum wage to $10.10 an hour could lift 900,000 Americans out of pov-erty but also cost a half-million jobs, the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office said Tuesday in a report that’s sure to feed a simmering debate over how to help loft people up the economic ladder.President Barack Obama wants to raise the minimum wage from the current $7.25 an hour to $10.10 over the course of three years. The minimum wage then would rise automatically each year to 
meet the rate of inflation un-der the president’s proposal.The 43-page report by the 
Congressional Budget Office found that the proposal would increase earnings overall by $31 billion, although only 19 percent would go to families below the poverty line. That’s because many people who work low-income jobs come from families that collectively make far more than the pov-erty threshold, the CBO said.The plan would move nearly a million people above the 
poverty line, the report found, with 16.5 million workers see-ing hourly wages rise.The CBO estimated, though, that the plan would reduce total employment by about 500,000 workers once fully implemented in 2016.The CBO said its projection of a half-million jobs lost was a rough estimate, and that the range might be anywhere from a “slight reduction in employ-ment” all the way to a drop in employment of 1 million workers.Once the increases and decreases of income for all workers are calculated, the CBO said, overall real income in the economy would rise by a modest $2 billion.Both sides of the heated 
minimum-wage debate seized 
on the report as confirmation of their points of view.The White House touted the 
report’s findings on the ben-
efits of raising the minimum wage, while dismissing the warnings of job losses as out of step with the consensus views of economists on the issue.“The report very much does make the case for a policy that 
benefits more than 16.5 mil-lion workers, reduces poverty 
and raises income,” said Jason Furman, the chairman of the White House Council of Eco-nomic Advisers.
Furman said he thinks “zero is a perfectly reasonable esti-mate” for how much impact the wage increase might have on employment.National Urban League President Marc Morial said his group’s research showed that raising the minimum wage the past six times had not cost jobs. Morial, who was among a group of African-American civil rights leaders who met Tuesday with Obama at the White House, said the minimum wage hadn’t kept 
pace with inflation and that workers’ ability to pay for necessities “erodes year after year because bread and milk and clothing and housing and baby’s diapers go up while their wages stay stagnant.”Democrats in Congress said the report gave them 
ammunition in the fight for a minimum wage increase, but Republican lawmakers said the report proved that Obama’s “irresponsible” plan must be defeated.“Today’s CBO report shows that raising the minimum 
wage could destroy as many as 1 million jobs, a devastating blow to the very people that need help most in this econ-omy,” said Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, said the re-
port confirmed arguments about the perils of raising the minimum wage. That would move about 300,000 people above the 
poverty line while reduc-ing overall employment by about 100,000 jobs, it estimated.Some 7.6 million people would be affected by that change, the report found, with earnings for those workers rising by $9 billion and about 22 percent of that sum going to families with incomes under the poverty threshold.
CBO: $10 minimum wage would cut poverty but also jobs
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By LISA DILLMAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)For Christy Wise and her younger brother David, it wasn’t enough just to watch the movie “Mary Poppins.”The kids from Reno wanted to live it and decided to jump off the roof with an umbrella. Christy’s twin sister, Jessica, wisely let them take the plunge 
first.“Mary Poppins is just a bad movie for adventurous kids,” Christy said, looking amused. “We had a trampoline and had all sorts of ideas.”Big ideas, big dreams.Forget the umbrella. David Wise had his skis to do the job Tuesday night at Rosa Khutor Extreme Park, propelling him through the wet, snowy air 
and a difficult halfpipe routine straight to an Olympic gold medal.This was a slice of history: 
the first ski halfpipe event at the Olympics. Wise’s score of 
92.00 points on his first run held up, edging Mike Riddle of Canada (90.60). Kevin Rolland of France took the bronze with 88.60 points.“It’s amazing. It’s always rough when the conditions aren’t perfect and you don’t get to do the runs you were hop-ing to do,” Wise said of the wet day and night on the moun-tain. “I’ve had a ‘Sochi run’ on my mind for a long time that I really wanted to throw down 
tonight. But you guys will just have to wait till next year to see that one.”Wise’s family — his parents, his wife, Lexi, and his twin sis-ters — made up part of a big cheering section for the char-ismatic 23-year-old, who has been at the top of the sport since becoming a father two years ago. There was a heartfelt rendition of the national an-them from the family after he won gold.David and Lexi’s daughter, Nayeli, did not make the trip. But a large photo of her, which was attached to a wooden stick, was held up by Lexi.“She’s 2 years old, so it’s a little bit too much for her to come,” Lexi said. “We brought her to all the events this year. But she’s just so over it. She tells me, every time we got to the bottom of the halfpipe for the X Games, ‘Momma, I don’t want to put my gloves on.’ She doesn’t want to be out in the cold waiting.“I don’t blame her. It’s cold. My feet are freezing.”David’s results got better, not so coincidentally, after Nayeli was born. He has won three consecutive titles at the X Games and was widely consid-ered the favorite in Sochi.Wise’s father Tom talked about his son’s commitment to his family, sport and country, adding: “He’s a gold medalist too. I forgot that part.”
David Wise of US makes 
history with ski halfpipe gold
The ever-shifting weather conditions forced Wise to change strategy. Lousy condi-tions may have prevented the skiers from throwing their best tricks but it turned the event 
into a thinking man’s game.“Still to be able to do both double corks, even though it was slow and kind of a tough night, was still a huge accom-plishment for me,” Wise said.
If this wasn’t a “Sochi run,” what was it?“This was Run C. Or Run C combined partly with Run B,” Wise said. “I was changing my run from moment to moment 
during practices just because the conditions were always changing. Sometimes it was fast, sometimes it was slow. Being adaptable was a huge ad-vantage for me tonight.”
By RYAN BLACK
COLUMBUS LEDGER-ENQUIRER (MCT)
Gus Malzahn has always been defined by his relentless, attacking style.That didn’t change Tuesday, as Auburn’s coach came out swinging against criticism that the hurry-up, no-huddle offensive system that he and others around the country favor poses a safety hazard to defensive players. Malzahn said he has spoken to Air Force coach Troy Calhoun — who serves as the chair of the NCAA’s football rules committee — “numerous times since last Thursday.”In those conversations, Malzahn has made one point perfectly clear.“This is not a rule-change year,” Malzahn said. “For a rule to be changed, it has to be under the umbrella of health and safety. And the fact (is) that there’s zero evidence, documented evi-dence, that it is hazardous on the pace of play, only opinions. What I asked him to do is move this to next year where it is a rule-change year.”When asked what Calhoun’s response has been during their discussions, Malzahn declined to lend any insight.“Right now, we’re instructed to place our com-ments to the NCAA (proposal) committee,” he said. “So that’s what we’re in the course of doing.”Malzahn also said Calhoun has been the only person he’s reached out to since the rule change proposals were announced last Wednesday. The rules committee recommended that defenses be 
given the chance to substitute within the first 10 seconds of the 40-second play clock — with the 
exception of the final two minutes of each half. In turn, this would mean offenses can’t snap the ball until the play clock hits 29 seconds. If they 
snap the ball before that, they would be flagged 5 yards for a delay of game penalty.The fact this proposal surfaced last week caught Malzahn off-guard, as the topic was never discussed during the AFCA convention last month. Going for-ward, he hopes to see those on each side sit down and vigorously discuss the issue.“I really feel like it’s important that next year, when it’s a rule-change year, that a healthy debate with both sides and both opinions. I think that would be very useful,” he said.  Once again, I don’t think we need to lose sight of the fact that the only 
Auburn’s Malzahn says there’s no 
evidence to support rule change
MALZAHNway you can change a rule is the health and safety of our players. And it’s got to be documented, and there’s got to be proof. And there’s not.”The proposal now heads to the NCAA Playing Rules Oversight Panel, which is set to review it 
March 6. If the panel ratifies it, the change would 
be in place for the 2014 season.Would this force Malzahn to alter his offense?“We’re not going to change our approach,” he said. “… It goes back to what I said earlier. Any rule change regardless (of what it is), you always prepare and once it happens you have to coach it differently.”As one would expect, Malzahn said he “would like to think” the proposal won’t pass, and that it will be tabled until further deliberation can take place next year. But make no mistake: Malzahn said he would “do everything in my power” to defend his coaching philosophy. And he’s not just doing so for himself.If the proposal goes through, Malzahn believes football as we know it will change forever.“It changes the dynamics of traditional foot-ball in a lot more ways than anyone would think,” he said. “Not just if you get behind by a couple touchdowns and it’s late in the game, (because) you couldn’t properly come back. But the way you coach your quarterbacks. (And) because it 
wouldn’t just be 10 seconds. You got a 5-yard penalty. … It would just change the dynamics of football.”
MARK REIS | COLORADO SPRINGS GAZETTE | MCT
USA’s David Wise competes in the men’s ski halfpipe at Rosa Khutor Extreme Park during the Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia, Tuesday.
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EDITORIAL
Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at 
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.
YOU CAN BE HERD
The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT
NATIONAL EDITORIAL
COLUMN
Please keep letters to the edi-tor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as an attach-ment. Longer letters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest col-umn status will not be given at the author’s request. All letters must be signed and include an address or phone number for 
confirmation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libelous statements, available space or factual errors. Compelling 
letters  that are posted on The Parthenon website, www.mar-shallparthenon.com, can be printed at the discretion of the editors.
The opinions expressed in 
the columns and letters do 
not necessarily represent the 
views of The Parthenon staff.Please send news releases to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please keep in mind, letters are printed based on timeliness, news-worthiness and space.
GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Online Polls
What is your favorite Winter 
Olympics event?
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MCT CAMPUS
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)The sprawling 2010 Afford-able Care Act has proved so hard to implement that the Obama administration has delayed or waived multiple provisions of the law in the hope of avoiding even more breakdowns and confusion. Last week the ad-ministration put off for another year the requirement that larger employers provide coverage for some or all of their workers. It’s also reportedly considering a longer delay in implementing the law’s minimum standards for insurance policies. Although the administration may have the right motives, its aggres-sive use of executive power to change deadlines and weaken requirements sets an unwel-come precedent. It also risks subverting some of the goals of the law the president is trying to protect.The 2010 law requires employers with at least 50 full-time workers to offer com-prehensive health insurance to their workers starting Jan. 1, 2014. Lawmakers included that mandate mainly to deter em-ployers from dropping coverage and dumping workers into the new, subsidized insurance ex-changes. Last year, the Treasury Department unilaterally sus-pended the mandate until 2015, saying it was late in writing the rules for how to comply. That 
was a reasonable justification for the delay. Last week, how-ever, the department said that it was suspending the mandate for yet another year for em-ployers with 50 to 99 full-time workers, and allowing larger businesses to cover only 70% of their employees in 2015. The rationale? The administration decided it would be better to have a “gradual phase-in” than the deadline Congress ordered.The tax code gives the admin-
istration great flexibility when implementing changes in tax law, as long as its actions are consistent with Congress’ dic-tates. The employer mandate isn’t really a tax policy, how-ever; it’s part of the initiative to extend insurance coverage to more Americans. Rather than 
changing the mandate by fiat, 
President Obama should have 
asked Congress to fix the pro-vision. On the other hand, the Republicans who control the House have shown no interest in improving the law; they just want to kill it. So it’s hard to fault Obama for not engaging in a fool’s errand.Ordering employers that don’t offer coverage to insure their workers will almost cer-tainly have unpleasant side effects, such as discouraging companies from employing more than 49 full-time work-ers. The phase-in could mitigate some of the unintended conse-quences, but it’s more likely to just delay the pain until after this year’s election.Another deadline Obama has delayed involves the law’s minimum standards for in-surance policies, which were supposed to have gone into effect by Jan. 1. The standards were designed to give consum-ers buying individual policies some of the advantages of large group plans, where risks and costs are broadly shared. But most existing individual plans didn’t meet the law’s requirements for coverage or cost, prompting insurers to no-tify millions of consumers last fall that they could not renew their policies. Exacerbating the problem, the cancellation letters arrived while the new insurance exchanges’ websites were struggling to overcome disastrous technical problems that made it next to impossi-ble to sign up for replacement plans.In response, the adminis-tration declared that insurers could renew noncompliant pol-icies in 2014 after all, if state 
officials agreed. That was an extreme but understandable reaction to the botched launch of the exchanges’ websites. Now, however, the administra-tion is mulling whether to let insurers renew noncompliant policies for up to three more years. If the administration keeps pushing off compliance, it will hobble the efforts to re-form the individual insurance market. That’s clearly not what Congress intended.
The wrong way to fix Obamacare
By JOCELYN GIBSON
THE PARTHENONEveryone can agree that it is frustrating when someone arrives late for an appoint-ment—it throws off the whole system, it’s rude and lacks common courtesy. So why do we do it? Sometimes it’s a genu-ine mistake, something out of our control. However, I would venture to say that, most of the time, it is because we feel that our day and our life is somehow superior to that of the person waiting on us. I would like to challenge my readers to think about the other person—what they gave up to meet with you that day, what arrangements they made on your be-half—and stick to the time restraints you agreed on. Recently, I have had numerous prob-lems with this very situation, and, as a student, I am usually the one whose daily 
schedule is deemed inferior. I say this only because I know I have been guilty of the 
same judgments: “They can wait five min-ute, what else do they have to do today?” Honestly, I don’t know what other com-mitments they have that day or what else is going on in their life and how my be-
ing five minutes late will affect the rest of their day. I don’t want to be that person 
who interrupts the flow of someone else’s schedule.Generally, I think of myself as punctual and considerate when it comes to making meetings on time, and I am hurt when I am not returned the same courtesy. After ex-periencing an entire week in which I was faced with several situations of people not sticking to time restraints, I became irate. Believe it or not, I have a packed schedule between classes, work, extracur-ricular actives and life in general. My days 
function with very little wiggle room in the time slots, but I am usually happy to make accommodations, even last minute. What frustrates me, however, is when the people I make accommodations for can’t return the favor. At the very least, an email or a phone call changing or can-celling the plans would be appreciated. What is not appreciated is spending the 30 minute slot I have for lunch sitting out-
side someone’s office just for them not to show. So, please, everyone—students, profes-sors and professionals everywhere—be respectful of other peoples time. Let them know when you aren’t going to make an appointment. Don’t keep them waiting. Give others the courtesy you would like to be treated with in the same situation. 
Jocelyn Gibson can be contacted at 
gibson243@marshall.edu.
We could all use help with 
our time management skills
Online drinking game goes too farThe power of social media makes its mark once again with an online drinking game that carries heavy consequences.The name of the game is NekNominate and the rules are simple. Consume copi-ous amounts of alcohol in an extreme manner, nominate others to do the same within 24 hours and post videos of every-thing on Facebook.The game has been around for a while, but participation spiked after Scottish rugby union player Ross Samson “nomi-nated” his friends on Facebook Christmas Day. The game became a viral sensation, but not without its costs.According to CNN, the deaths of at least 
five males under the age of 30 have been linked to NekNominate.
Samson has since expressed remorse for his participation in the game and has said he no longer wishes to be associated with it, according to the U.K.’s Daily Mirror.Something like NekNominate speaks 
volumes of social media’s influence in the 21st century. Without Facebook or other social media platforms, NekNominate’s impact would have been slowed instead of accelerated. In the same CNN article, it’s mentioned that Facebook released a statement say-ing it does not condone content that is directly harmful, such as bullying, but controversial content does not always have grounds for removal.So, where does NekNominate fall on the spectrum? It has been argued the game’s 
appearance on Facebook is a safety con-cern, but the website’s safety policies are left up to interpretation as every situation is different.However, given the effect NekNominate is having, Facebook should further exam-ine its policies against the issue at hand as it could prevent more deaths from occurring.One thing is clear, we live in an age where young adults do not want to be out-done by their peers for fear of ridicule or shame. Many also have the mindset that they are invincible, but that is certainly not the case. NekNominate highlights the lengths our youth is willing to go to for a thrill, no matter how risky that thrill may be.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2014 MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM| |
5
page designed and edited by CODI MOHR | mohr13@marshall.edu
CL021214
CLASSIFIED                    
CLASSIFIED          
2 x 8.0
By RENE RODRIGUEZ
THE MIAMI HERALD (MCT)In the 3-D spectacle “Pompeii,” which opens Friday, Kit Harington and Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje play slaves forced to 
fight in gladiator battles in giant arenas — at least until that pesky volcano starts acting up. To reveal that the two men start out as mortal enemies and end up as friends doesn’t spoil anything: Instead, it reveals that “Pompeii” is a disaster movie with an unusual emphasis on character. Yes, the destruction is awesome, but the people who are swept up in it make you care.Because there are so many plotlines in 
the film, Harington, 28, and Akinnuoye-Agbaje, 47, don’t get a lot of screen time to depict their transformation from foes to al-lies. But during a recent stop in Miami to 
promote the film, the actors said develop-ing a genuine connection was easy while 
prepping for the film.“We didn’t have any choice but to spend time together,” Harington says. “We were constantly at gladiator boot camp and training in the gym together. It helped that Adewale is such a professional and lovely 
man. But by the time we started filming, you could see our camaraderie on the screen.”The two actors also had certain things in common: Both were born in London and burst into stardom via HBO shows: Akin-nuoye-Agbaje spent four seasons playing the memorable Adebisi on “Oz,” while Har-ington is in his fourth season playing Jon Snow on the hit “Game of Thrones.”Although actors who become famous playing iconic characters on TV often have 
difficulty being considered for other roles, 
both men say the attention their HBO shows brought them has been mostly a boon.
“It is definitely — excuse the pun — a double-edged sword,” Harington says about the snowballing popularity of “Game of Thrones.” “But without ‘Thrones’ I wouldn’t have been offered a movie like this. I love working on TV because it’s lib-
erating. You get to spend six months on the same project, you’ve got steady work each 
year, and then you have six months to do what you like. You don’t have to do movies for money. You get to make them for pas-sion. But yes, there are times when a TV role keeps you from doing some things you want to do.”“There’s a nice balance that comes from working on TV,” Akinnuoye-Agbaje says. “If the material is good, nothing else matters. Good work begets good work. When you’re fortunate enough to work with HBO, where they make groundbreaking shows and re-ally focus on character development, that 
has ramifications on your career. Everything I’ve done since, from ‘Lost’ to ‘The Bourne Identity,’ I’ve been hired based on my per-formance of that character on ‘Oz.’ So I could never knock it.”With its gargantuan special effects, “Pompeii” requires a leap of faith from its actors (the cast includes Kiefer Sutherland and Carrie-Anne Moss) to hope the director will be able to bring to life what’s written on the page. But Harington and Akinnu-oye-Agbaje say they didn’t hesitate to put 
their trust in the hands of filmmaker Paul 
W.S. Anderson (the “Resident Evil” movies, “Death Race”).“This was a pet project for Paul that he had wanted to make for years,” 
Akinnuoye-Agbaje says. “Finally the special effects technology became sophisticated enough for him to make it, and he had a big enough stature to get support from a 
studio. That gave me confidence in him, be-cause he had such a personal attachment to Pompeii. He was fascinated by it.”“I knew I would be in good hands, because there are few directors out there who have 
as much experience with 3-D special effects as Paul,” Harington says. “He knows what he’s doing with this stuff. And when he’s di-
recting you, he knows exactly what he wants. That’s a great place to be for an actor.”
Harington has already completed filming on “Seventh Son,” a fantasy-adventure co-starring Jeff Bridges and Julianne Moore, and Akinnuoye-Agbaje is wrapping up pro-duction on “Annie,” a new version of the Broadway staple. As for the fourth season of “Game of Thrones,” which debuts on April 6, Harington says he’s braced for the 
extra exposure, since the show’s fan base grows with each year.“Getting recognized in public is not too bad,” he says. “It’s a nice balance. It started off always with people saying ‘Look, it’s Jon Snow!’ and I guess my job is to do movies like Pompeii so I’m known for something other than that. I love the character, and I love growing with him over a long amount of time. He’s a young man, he makes mistakes, he learns, and that’s happening in my personal life, too: I’m a young man, I’m learning, and we’re growing up together.”But will the North get payback on the treacherous Lannisters this season? Har-
ington stays mum but flashes a knowing smile. That’s good enough for us.
Actors forge an 
explosive friendship 
in ‘Pompeii’
The thirteen buildings that make up Northcott Court were built in the 1940s and have been the scene of numerous crimes in-cluding a shooting that took place 
Sept. 24, wounding six people.
Dotson said approximately 
27,000 cars pass by the Hal Greer area daily, making the space incredibly valuable.“While I am a big supporter of public housing, having 1940s 
style public housing displayed on the main thoroughfare of the city is an image that Hunting-ton doesn’t need.” Dotson said.  Once the current tenants are relocated the housing author-ity will begin repurposing all the viable appliances, cabinets, windows and other materials. The remaining demolition will occur over a two to three year period. 
Alexandria Rahal can be 
contacted at rahal1@mar-
shall.edu
NORTHCOTT
Continued from Page 1
UKRAINE
Continued from Page 1SUDOKU By TYLER PRALLEYSOLUTION FROM TUESDAY'S EDITION
TRISTAR PICTURES | MCT
PRSSA
Continued from Page 1PRSSA adviser Terry Hapney has had a professional relation-
ship with Lovins since 1998 and was instrumental in bringing him to campus.  “We want to bring awareness to public relations, advertising 
and sports management majors about the importance of two way communication in journalism,” Hapney said. The other two major presen-tations PRSSA plans to host are scheduled for March 11 and April 15. 
Alexandria Rahal can be con-
tacted at rahal1@marshall.edu.
Security forces be-gan moving against the protesters’ camp with water cannons and stun grenades after giving them 15 min-utes’ warning to leave.But thousands of protest-ers remained in the square despite the caustic gas en-
gulfing the nerve center of the uprising against Presi-dent Viktor Yanukovich.Opposition leaders told journalists in Kiev that they had requested negotiations with the government to defuse the escalating vio-lence, and that Ukrainian leadership had agreed to meet with them Wednesday. However, police continued to set fire to the protesters’ tents and barricades well into the night.Anti-government pro-testers have besieged the capital and key government buildings since late No-vember, when Yanukovich unilaterally abandoned an association agreement in the works between Ukraine and 
the European Union in favor of maintaining close eco-nomic ties with Russia.Opposition leaders had reported three deaths among protesters before the square was stormed 
about 8 p.m. An Interior Ministry report issued late Tuesday said two police-men had been killed in the clashes, as well as an official of the ruling Party of the 
Regions and six protesters.Opposition lawmaker Oleksandr Bryginets re-ported three more protesters dead as a result of the later police attack on the square, although there was no immediate government con-
firmation of that higher toll.
Kiev officials appealed to protesters to stay away from the square “to avoid casual-ties” and authorities closed metro stations providing ac-cess to the area.The surge in violence fol-lowed a short-lived amnesty 
agreement fulfilled over the weekend when authori-
ties released the last 234 detained protesters and promised to drop criminal 
charges against them. In 
exchange, the opposition vacated Kiev City Hall and removed some barricades 
blocking traffic to the streets around the Supreme Rada, the national parliament.Still vowing to press on with their demands for Yanukovich’s resignation and parliamentary action to curb presidential pow-ers, protesters marched toward parliament Tues-day afternoon to press for 
restoration of the 2004 constitution that was amended after Yanukovich 
was elected in 2010.The demonstration turned angry when the Party of the Regions post-poned debate on the legislative changes de-manded by the opposition and police tried to block the 
estimated 20,000-strong procession from entering the parliament building. Some managed to penetrate the security cordon around the legislature as well as the Party of the Regions head-quarters, Kiev’s Channel 5 news reported.
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By MEREDITH BLAKE
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)After much fanfare, Jimmy Fallon made his debut as host of “The Tonight Show” Monday night and, though the reviews were certainly better than those that followed his nervous “Late Night” premiere in 2009, there is still room for improvement.Many critics made note of Fallon’s “aw shucks” demeanor (that phrase popped up repeat-edly in reviews), with some 
finding it endearing and others less so. The Los Angeles Times’ critic, Mary McNamara, noted that Fallon “did rigorously, and 
at times irritatingly, reaffirm his signature humility.”She continued, “Fallon has long positioned himself as a regular guy, the kind who would rather play charades with his guests than engage in lame interviews — or, even better, just pick up a guitar and goof around. His likableness has taken him far. But even by his standards, the ‘aw shucks’ factor was high on Monday night.”Variety critic Brian Lowry also found Fallon’s nice-guy shtick wearying, and singled out what he saw as the host’s rela-tive weakness as an interviewer: “For all his skills as a performer, though, Fallon is still a question mark in terms of his ability to make magic out of nothing at the desk, the place where Johnny Car-son and David Letterman thrived — and endured. And frankly, his ‘Aw shucks, I’m just so happy to be here’ posture in Monday’s 
maiden interviews with Smith and U2 got a little tedious even before the night was over.”Others thought Fallon was shrewd for introducing him-self to viewers unfamiliar with his work on “Late Night” and “Saturday Night Live.” “Fallon himself made the most impor-tant gesture of the evening when he came out and basically in-troduced himself to the world,” wrote Tim Goodman at the Hol-lywood Reporter. “You can’t put enough exclamation points on how important and smart that was. It’s such a simple and ego-less thing: Tell people who may not know who you are. If they’re going to spend time with you — and barring the Conan debacle, nobody has been there but Leno for a really long time — they want to know something about you.”Slate’s Willa Paskin also found 
Fallon’s first-day-at-school guise 
effective: “The tenor of his first episode was not ‘here’s some-thing crazy and new’ so much as ‘I’m a good kid, I promise, please let me take this show out for a drive.’ ... Fallon is always happy to be there, al-ways happy that his guests are there, and always happy you are there, too. But his opening bit revealed just how much Fallon and his staff un-derstand the power — and not just the authenticity — of Jim-my’s ultimate-nice-guy persona.”Fallon’s debut marked the 
return of “Tonight” to New York after a 42-year absence, and the city’s hometown papers were divided. The New York Post’s Mi-chael Starr proclaimed Fallon’s debut “triumphant” and said it “looked as if he’d already been hosting the show for a year.”David Hinckley of the New York 
Daily News detected some first-night jitters and predicted that, although “Fallon wasn’t bad,” he simply “wasn’t as good as he’s go-ing to get.”He also 
suggested that the real star of the new show was New York City itself, which was showcased in a rooftop performance by U2 that many crit-ics noted as a standout moment from the inaugural episode.“With no disrespect to Will Smith and U2, the city was his best guest Monday — and it will be back every night. ... As the cam-eras slowly rotated around the roof, a clear dusk put a shimmer-ing ripple of sunset colors behind the silhouetted Manhattan skyline. It’s a view only available here,” he wrote.
Critics 
weigh in 
on Fallon’s 
‘Tonight 
Show’ 
debut
TODAY IN THE LIFE!
opening 
this week
"Pompeii"
"3 Days to Kill"
"The Wind Rises"
"Omar"
"In Secet"
"Elaine Stritch: 
Shoot Me"
"Highway"
"We deserve 
to experience 
love fully, 
equally, with-
out shame 
and without 
compromise." 
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